
Contractor Registration Concept FAQS

1. What is the contractor problem?
Rapid growth of contractors victimizing Broome County residents

2. Are there any contracting laws that can be enforced?
No.  NY State, unlike many others, does not require contractor licensing.

3. Why can’t these problem contractors be found?
Most do all they can to be hard to find.  They may: use disposable cell phones, not have a business address,
work as individuals instead of being incorporated, not use vehicle signs, work on a cash basis, not keep or file
taxes or records

4. Aren’t contractors supposed to be licensed?
No.  NY State, unlike many others, does not require contractor licensing.

5. Won't contractors be opposed to being registered?
Most contractors are excited about controlling bad contractors

6. Wont business be opposed to more government regulation?
Once business understands the intent, the benefits are many with no real downside

7. Why should we do this if I don’t see evidence in my community?
Our experience is that most victims are embarrassed.  Few contact law enforcement and are embarrassed to let
people know of their problem

8. How will the new registration law be enforced?
Local government jurisdictions will require registration to obtain a building permit.  Contractors will be required
to  show  their  registration  number  on  their  vehicles.   Normal  job  inspections  will  identify  unregistered
contractors

9. Won’t this discourage small contractors to go into business?
The registration fee is not excessive and should be affordable to any contractor who is serious about being in
business.

10. Who could be opposed to this?
Contractors who are not playing by the rules.  Other than that, it is hard to identify another group.

11. Will this increase the cost of a job?
The cost of registration spread among all the contractor’s work will be negligible

12. Why do people work in the underground economy?
Can work on a cash basis  and therefore  not  pay any taxes  or  child  support.   Can’t  be hired by  legitimate
contractors, can price jobs lower since they avoid the normal cost of business

13. Why don’t I hear more about this problem?
Our experience is that most victims are embarrassed.  Few contact law enforcement and are embarrassed to let
people know of their problem

14. Can homeowners be fined or punished for using non-registered contractors
No.  It is the obligation of the contractor to be registered

15. Won’t this be a burden on local jurisdictions in the county?
It shouldn’t.  Just another requirement to obtain a building permit and job inspections by the local jurisdictions
will be done anyway

16. How will I know if a contractor is registered?
Ask.  Registration numbers required on all vehicles.  The county will maintain a database searchable by any
resident

17. Does this mean a homeowner can no longer do his own work?
Not at all.  Registration is not required by the homeowner or any family member who wants to help

18. Does this mean a family member can’t do work for another family member?
Not at all.  Registration is not required by the homeowner or any family member who wants to help

19. Doesn’t this create more government authority that is not needed or could be abused?
Perhaps but we accept traffic laws and criminal laws.  Abuse can be handled at the ballot box.

20. How does this help me as a homeowner?



Better assurance that you will not be victimized by a disreputable contractor.  Also, law enforcement will now
have laws to control these illegitimate contractors. 


